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Abstract 
The purpose of this research was to investigate the effectiveness of using pop song 
with lyrics as a medium to teach present future tense to Year-10 students of SMA 
Negeri 09 Pontianak in Academic Year 2017/2018. It was a pre-experimental study 
with a single group pre-test post-test design. The sample was Learning Group X MIA 
3 of Year-10 that consisted of 36 students. The technique and the tools of data 
collection of this research was a measurement technique by giving the students a 
written test in a multiple choice form which consisted of 20 items. The research 
findings showed that the students’ mean score of pre-test was 43.19 and the students’ 
mean score of post-test was 83.61 It means that the score after the treatment was 
higher than before the treatment. The treatment affected the teaching of present 
future tense significantly where the t-value is 23.36 and the degree of the 
effectiveness of the treatment is 3.73.  
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INTRODUCTION 
It is important for English as foreign 
language (EFL) students to study English 
tenses. Verb tense is considered difficult to 
study. Freeman, Kuehn, and Haccius (2002, 
p.3) claim that one of the difficult grammatical 
areas for EFL students to master is the English 
verb tense-aspect system. A verb is the core of 
English clauses. Verb forms in English are 
integrated with tenses. 
 Present future tense is taught in Year-10 of 
senior high schools Curriculum 2013. Present 
future tense indicates planning, making or 
canceling an appointment, and accepting or 
declining an invitation. Aitken (1992, p.63) 
argues that present future tense happened before 
the time of speaking and expected to continue 
after it. Present future tense verbs are marked by 
will and be going to. The majority of teachers 
use a conventional way to teach students present 
future tense. The teacher shows examples in a 
text or conversation, and makes some sentences 
about present future tense. This old way of 
teaching has been found not effective and do not 
match with today’s technological era (Jones, 
2016, p.57).  
Therefore, the students are difficult to 
differentiate "Will" from "To be going to" and 
when they use it. They are also difficult to 
memorize the formula of the verb tense. 
Moreover, they are confused to make sentences 
by using the form "Will" or "To be going to". 
They are also unable to identify the form of the 
verb tense in sentences and texts. Therefore, to 
overcome those difficulties, the writer found an 
interesting medium to teach the differences 
between "Will" and "To be going to". 
One of the interesting media is songs. 
Nowadays, students familiar to songs. They feel 
relax when they are listening to the songs. 
Hancock (1998, p.7) states that a song can 
motivate students. They may listen to songs for 
pleasure.  
Most of English students focus on pop 
song with lyrics as a medium because the lyrics 
contain short words and the song has relaxed 
tones. According to Eken cited in Kuśnierek, 
(2016, p.23), repetition of vocabulary, a topic, 
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and grammatical patterns often present in pop 
songs. It helps students understand the songs' 
meaning and theme and stimulate them about 
feelings and attitudes. Furthermore, the writer 
used pop song by playing it and stopped the 
song in lyrics which contain present future tense 
and it was repeated two or three times. The 
writer also modified the pop songs that used in 
this research. One example of the pop songs was 
Michael Jackson with the title "Will You Be 
There", where the writer played the song and 
stopped in the lyric "Will You Be There?", after 
that, the writer explained it by interpreting the 
meaning. "Will" where the lyric indicated an 
expectation. 
The writer has strengthened the paper by 
connecting this research to the previous study 
that was found by Apin Hidayat (2013) with the 
title "The Use of Songs in Teaching Students' 
Listening Ability". The study concluded that the 
use of songs likely improved students' listening 
comprehension skills. Moreover, Rahmatika 
Kayyis (2015) with the title "Building 
Vocabulary Using English Songs" found that 
there was a significant improvement in 
vocabulary scores of students who are taught 
using English songs. Istirokhah (2010) with the 
title "Improving Students' Understanding on 
Simple Past Tense through Song "which found 
that students' understanding on simple past 
tense improved as well as their motivation to 
learn English while they were used the song. 
Furthermore, Andi Asrifan (2009) with the title 
"Using Songs in Teaching English Language 
for The Young Learners "found that through 
songs and the fun activity made the children 
learned the language unconsciously, and could 
improve their language skills such as listening, 
speaking and writing. Therefore, Nur Aziz 
Asma Sangadah (2011) with the title "The 
Effectiveness of Using Songs in Teaching 
English Articles "also found that the use of song 
was effective to teach students' English articles 
like "a" or "an". 
However, the writer used pop song with 
lyrics as a medium contrarily with the previous 
researches which only used English song 
without any specific genres of song such as Pop, 
Jazz, Rock, etc. Also, the writer chose present 
future tense to be implemented by using pop 
song with lyrics as a medium and none of the 
previous research conducted a research about 
using pop song with lyrics as a medium for 
teaching present future tense. Then, the 
particular parts of the song's lyric that had 
present future tense forms were repeated and 
none of the previous research used repetition in 
the song. Furthermore, the writer intended to 
test the effectiveness of using pop song with 
lyrics as a medium for teaching present future 
tense. The aim of this research was to 
investigate whether the use of pop song with 
lyrics as a medium effective to teach present 
future tense.   
Song, in general, is a material composition 
intended or adapted for singing, especially in 
the lyric. The lyric of songs is typical of poetic, 
nature, romantic, and might be religious verses. 
For the language learning, songs are chosen as 
a medium in teaching grammar, it is useful in 
the order to make students enjoy the classroom 
activities. Moreover, they do not only listen to 
the song but also improve the sound of words, 
while the teacher still can reach the objective of 
the lesson. The students like to hear the songs 
that are popular and represent their thoughts, 
feelings, and minds. Moreover, Tse (2015, p.87) 
states that young children can imitate accents, 
intonation, and rhythm. It means that students 
are easy for memorizing the part of the song, 
such as lyric. Furthermore, Dyer (2011, p.3) 
states that song is part to feeling and emotion, 
the physical wish of singing, and the great 
power of song's that extremely rich of words' 
mixing, music, and voice. It means that the song 
is a kind of poem which can touch and play with 
people's emotions. 
Moreover, pop song is a genre of popular 
song that modern in the United States and the 
United Kingdom during the mid-1950s. Pop 
itself came from the word "Popular" which 
means enjoyed doing, and liked by the people 
(Moore, 2003, p.2). Thus, pop song means song 
that is more popular in the community within a 
certain time. This type of song is not permanent, 
easy to change with other new songs. The form 
of songs, lyrics, chord progressions, 
arrangements are usually also simple, easy to 
remember and entertaining. Most of the 
exercises in English subject are focused on pop 
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song with lyrics because the lyrics contain short 
words, the song has a relaxed tone and 
sometimes the speed of song is a bit slow. 
Moreover, Eken cited in Kuśnierek (2016, p.23) 
states that the repetition of vocabulary, a topic, 
and grammatical patterns are often presented in 
pop songs. It also helps the students to 
understand and relate it to songs’ meaning and 
theme and stimulating them about feelings and 
attitudes. Furthermore, a further benefit of pop 
song with lyrics as a medium is similar to 
poetry; their meanings are liquid and touching 
people's feelings. 
However, selecting an appropriate song for 
educational purpose is not easy. There are 
criteria for the teachers to know. According to 
Beasley and Chuang (2008, p.13-14), criteria of 
the song include likeability perhaps by selecting 
currently popular songs, understand where the 
lyrics should be language-level appropriate, 
heard clearly above the music, sung at a 
reasonable speed, and sung with proper diction, 
used of natural speech, repetition of lyrics to 
highlight keywords or phrases, then the songs 
should be interesting enough to maintain 
student interest, the songs must be relevance 
where it should contain lyrics that students can 
relate to and has a positive theme where it 
doesn't contain violence, sexual issues, etc. 
Moreover, when selecting material that reflects 
cultural issues, Paquette and Rieg (2008, p.228) 
alert teachers to select songs with caution. It 
means that the teachers have to avoid the lyric 
of songs that contains TRRI (Tribe, Religion, 
Race, and Inter-group) deviations. Therefore, 
teachers must be selective to find a good song 
as teaching and learning medium. 
Songs are considered a valuable 
pedagogical tool or medium. According to 
Millington (2011, p.134), one of the advantages 
of using songs in the young learner classroom is 
their flexibility. It means that teachers can use 
songs everywhere and anytime. Teachers can 
use the song not only in a classroom but also 
outside the classroom. Kuśnierek (2016, p.23) 
claims that songs can produce a relaxed 
classroom atmosphere and contribute to fun and 
variety in language teaching.  
Furthermore, the writer used audio-lingual 
method as a theory or style to teach present 
future tense by using pop song with lyrics. 
Harmer (2007, p.64) states that this method 
believes that learning is based on stimulus-
response through a continuous process. For 
example, there was a girl who could not get up 
in the morning, and she tried to change her 
behavior by turning on an alarm, so she could 
wake up on time in the morning. Because she 
did it continuously, so she could wake up in the 
morning without alarm. Moreover, the 
connection between the behaviourist theory 
with this research is the students were drilled by 
using pop song with lyrics as a medium which 
have present future tense form continuously, so 
the students can understand present future tense. 
The teaching method is Audio-lingual 
Method. The audio-lingual method focuses on 
the grammatical rule rather than vocabulary. 
Freeman (2000, p.37) states that the Audio-
lingual Method drills students in the use of 
grammatical sentence pattern by using audio 
repeatedly or in continuous process. Then, the 
writer drilled the students by using pop song 
with lyrics as a medium which have present 
future tense form continuously. The present 
future tense is a grammatical rule that in form 
of a verb-tense. 
This research used pop song with lyrics as 
a medium of teaching present future tense 
where the songs played and stopped in 
particular parts, and the writer repeated the parts 
of the song again and again until the students 
caught the form of present future tense in the 
lyrics and meaning of the lyrics. The writer used 
more than one pop songs to make students 
understand present future tense. By using many 
pop songs, students enjoyed the lesson and they 
didn’t feel bored with one song. The goal of this 
method for the students is they can use present 
future tense in their daily life.  
 
METHOD 
The research of this study employed pre-
experimental design. Cresswell (2009, p.160) 
divides pre-experimental design into one-shot 
case study, one group pre-test and post-test 
design, and static group comparison. The writer 
used One Group Pre-test and Post-test design in 
conducting this research. The purpose of this 
design is to know the students’ basic score 
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toward the subject in pretest and to determine 
whether the treatment give any effect on the 
outcome by assigning posttest. Thus, the writer 
chose this design to find the effect of pop song 
with lyrics for all students in the class before 
and after the treatment applied. According to 
Creswell (2009, p.160), the design of this 
research is represented as follows: 
 
Table 1: One Group Pre-Test And Post-Test 
Design 
 
 The population of this research is 245 
Year-10 students of SMA 09 Pontianak in 
Academic Year 2017/2018. They are 
distributed into seven learning groups. The 
research sample was Learning Group X MIA 3 
which consisted of 35 students. 
This research applied measurement 
technique to collect the data. The tool was a 
written test in a multiple choice form that 
consisted of 20 items. Then, the students’ result 
of pre-test and post-test were compared to see 
the effect of the treatment.  
In order to measure the validity of the test, 
the writer used content validity. It was specified 
in a table of specification. The test covered; (1) 
formation, it covers the ability to write the verb 
stem, conjugate the verb correctly, and use it 
correctly in a sentence (2) sentence recognition, 
it covers the ability to identify the verb in the 
sentence, identify the correct tense, and identify 
the perspective associated (3) book or text 
recognition, it covers the ability to recognize 
verbs in a piece of writing, identify the correct 
tense, and identify the correct perspective. After 
completed the test, the writer tried it out to have 
the reliability and level of difficulty. The test 
was tried out in the learning group X MIA 2.  
The collected data were analysed using t-
test to measure the significance of the treatment 
and ES to measure the degree of effectiveness. 
The result of the ES computation was classified 
according to Muijs’ (2004, p.145) classification 
of effect size.  
 
 
Table 2: Classification of Effect Size 
 
 
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
Findings 
There was a significant difference in 
students’ achievement after the treatment. As 
seen in Figure 1, the students’ post-test score 
was higher than the students’ pre-test score.  
 
 
Figure 1: Students’ Mean Score Pre-test and 
Post-test 
 
The collected data of pre and post-test were 
computed to see how the treatment affected the 
students’achievements of present future tense. 
The computation shows that t-value is 23.36 
considered significant. To measure the level of 
effectiveness, the t-value was used to compute 
ES. The computation is 3.73 considered as a 
high effect size. 
To find out right or wrong the writer in 
rejecting the null hypothesis, the research 
needed to set the probability level. Creswell 
(2009, p.212) states that a level of significance 
can be set at 0.05 where there are 5 chances in 
100 of being wrong and 95 chances in 100 of 
being right. The writer set the probability level 
at 0.05. Moreover, the obtained t-value is 23.36. 
The writer checked the t-distribution table of 
significance (t-table) 5% with the degree of 
43.19
83.61
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freedom (df) = N1 -1, the writer found that df = 
36 – 1 = 35 where the t-table value is 1.697. 
Therefore, t-value is higher than t-table 
(23.36>1.697), at a degree of freedom 35 
(df=35) and at 95% of confidence (p=0.05).  It 
means that the use of pop song with lyrics as a 
medium to teach present future tense to Year-10 
students of SMA Negeri 09 Pontianak in 
Academic Year 2017/2018 has significantly 
increased the students’ ability in present future 
tense. 
 
Discussion 
In this research, the writer chose present 
future tense as the material that has been taught 
with three different topics. The first topic was 
about making and cancelling an appointment, 
the second one was about accepting and 
declining an offer or invitation, and the last one 
was about expressing intention (holiday plans). 
The consideration of these topics was based on 
the curriculum and the standard competency. 
The topics were prepared well by the writer by 
considering the main material that was present 
future tense and also the level of students' 
English proficiency. 
At the first meeting, the writer asked some 
students about present future tense in order to 
know their prior knowledge. Then, the writer 
explained about pop song with lyrics and how 
to use it in order to teach present future tense. 
The teaching method that the writer used in the 
class was the audio-lingual method where there 
were drills in every particular part that 
contained with present future tense. This 
activity also could help the students to put the 
words into their long-term memory because the 
things that repeated multiple times are almost 
impossible to forget. The students showed great 
attention and enthusiasm during teaching and 
learning process using pop song with lyrics. It 
could be seen from the students’ participation 
by identifying and writing the lyrics which 
contained with present future tense. This 
argument was supported by Baoan cited in 
Kusnierek (2016, p.24) stated that more time 
and concentration to pop songs in English 
language classroom would surely increase 
learners’ motivation as classroom tasks that 
would reflect on their knowledge. Furthermore, 
some of them were also identifying the present 
future tense in the lyrics by singing the songs.  
This situation is also supported by Szpotowicz 
and Szulc-Kurpaska (2009, p.196) who notice 
that sing a song is a lockstep activity in which 
all the students are involved in the same 
exercise at the same time.  
Thus, the implementation of pop song with 
lyrics highly assisted students to understand the 
aspects of present future tense. It showed on 
students’ ability in doing some tasks about 
present future tense based on the aspects. Some 
of them could answer the questions from the 
tasks correctly. However, there were students 
who still couldn’t understand to use present 
future tense by using pop song with lyrics. 
Some students looked confused to find out 
the functions/meaning of present future tense. 
Sometimes they were wrong to mention the 
meaning of present future tense in the lyrics, 
and they also didn't understand some 
vocabularies in the lyrics. Some of the students 
also enjoyed with the songs too much and forgot 
about their actual purpose to learn about the 
present future tense. This argument is supported 
by Murphey cited Kusnierek (2016, p. 26) 
argues that some learners get too excited and 
may forget about the discipline and the 
concentration. However, the writer had found 
the problem solving by asking the students who 
answered it wrong to fix their answer on a 
whiteboard and asked them to explain that. 
Some of them could explain it even though with 
full of nervous, and whom couldn't make it, they 
sang the pop songs and asked them to identify 
the present future tense form in the lyrics. For 
the first, they were so nervous, but finally, they 
could make it and answer the tasks. 
Finally, regarding from the discussion 
above, it can be concluded that the use of pops 
song with lyrics as a medium is highly 
significant to teach present future tense to Year-
10 students of SMA 09 Pontianak in Academic 
Year 2017/2018. The significance of this 
research also can be seen from the computation 
of the effect size that obtained 3.73 which was 
categorized as high based on Mujis (2004,p.15). 
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CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
Conclusion 
Referring to the research findings and 
discussion, there was a significant difference in 
students’ ability in present future tense after the 
treatment. It is shown by the students’ post-test 
score was higher than the students’ pre-test 
score (see Figure 1, p.4). The sum of students’ 
score of pre-test (O1) was 1555 with the mean 
score 43.19 which means that they didn’t pass 
the minimum standard criteria achievement 
(then known as KKM) which is 75. Whereas, 
the sum of students’ score of post-test (O2) is 
3010 with the mean score 83.61 which means 
that they have passed the minimum standard 
criteria achievement (83.61>75). It means that 
the students’ achievement after treatment was 
better than before the treatment was given.  
Pop song with lyrics as a medium 
contributed a significant enrichment to the 
students' ability in present future tense, 
especially for Year- 10 students of SMAN 09 
Pontianak in Academic Year 2017/2018. Thus, 
the prediction of the alternative hypothesis (Ha) 
in this research is accepted, as the matter of fact 
that using pop song with lyrics as a medium to 
teach present future tense is significant. 
Furthermore, teaching by using pop song with 
lyrics had a high effect in present future tense to 
Year- 10 Students of SMAN 09 Pontianak in 
Academic Year 2017/2018. 
 
Suggestion 
Based on the conclusion above, the writer 
recommends the SMA Negeri 09 English 
teacher to apply pop song with lyrics as a 
medium in teaching present future tense or any 
kind of tenses. It can enhance learning process 
much better than a textbook or teacher's 
explanation since it helps students get to learn 
through pop songs with lyrics in which the 
student can experience the meaning of the songs 
by sighted the lyrics and understand faster the 
present future tense. However, the teachers 
need to be aware with the pop songs that have 
to choose. They need to consider the meaning, 
language style, and avoid the lyric of songs that 
contains TRRI (Tribe, Religion, Race, and 
Inter-group) deviations. 
Moreover, the SMA Negeri 09 English 
teacher can combine the traditional learning 
with the song, besides they enjoy in the 
classroom, they also can learn many things such 
as tenses, vocabularies, etc. through pop song 
with lyrics that particular heard by them. 
Furthermore, the writer also recommends other 
researchers who have any intention to apply this 
medium into different kinds of tenses which is 
appropriate to its characteristic and school 
curriculum. 
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